
BAP OF OUR LORD STJOHN

ELW Service of the Word Sunday, January 12, 2025
WELCOME VIDEO
PRELUDE
CHOIR ANTHEM
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector,
our wellspring of life.
Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, 
let us confess our sin.

Merciful God,
you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or 
indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors;
we resist your call to oppose injustice;
we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one 
another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp.
Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your 
world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name. You are mine.”
In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven.
In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,
live anew as beloved children of God. Amen.
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (VISUALWORD)

GATHERING SONG Bright and Glorious Is the Sky (ELW 301)
 
1 Bright and glorious is the sky, 
radiant are the heavens high 
where the golden stars are shining. 
All their rays to earth inclining 
beckon us to heav'n above, 
beckon us to heav'n above. 
 
2 On that holy Christmas night 
through the darkness beamed a light; 
all the stars above were paling. 
all their luster slowly failing 
as the wondrous star drew nigh, 
as the wondrous star drew nigh.. 
 
3 Sages from the East afar, 
when they saw this wondrous star, 
went to find the king of nations 
and to offer their oblations 
to the child, the newborn king, 
to the child, the newborn king. 
 
4 Him they found in Bethlehem, 
yet he wore no diadem; 
there they saw a maiden lowly 
with an infant pure and holy 
resting in her loving arms, 
resting in her loving arms. 
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GREETING (ELW p. 213)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 203)

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 213)

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
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Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;
glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth,
and peace to God’s people on earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 215)

Let us pray.
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and 
revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and 
the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called 
children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7

A reading from Isaiah.
    But now thus says the Lord,
  he who created you, O Jacob,
  he who formed you, O Israel:
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
  I have called you by name, you are mine.
  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
  and the flame shall not consume you.
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  For I am the Lord your God,
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
 I give Egypt as your ransom,
  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
  Because you are precious in my sight,
  and honored, and I love you,
 I give people in return for you,
  nations in exchange for your life.
  Do not fear, for I am with you;
  I will bring your offspring from the east,
  and from the west I will gather you;
  I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
  and to the south, “Do not withhold;
 bring my sons from far away
  and my daughters from the end of the earth—
  everyone who is called by my name,
  whom I created for my glory,
  whom I formed and made.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 29
 1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,
  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
 2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;
  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
 3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
  the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
 4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
 5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
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  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
 6 the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
 7 The voice of the Lord
  bursts forth in lightning flashes.
 8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 9 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the   
forests bare.
  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”
 10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
  the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
 11 O Lord, give strength to your people;
  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace. 

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17

A reading from Acts.
 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the 
Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus).  Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 216)

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?
Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.
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GOSPEL (VISUALWORD): Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by 
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
  21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized 
and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Borning Cry (ELW 732) 
 
1 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 
I'll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
to see your life unfold. 
I was there when you were but a child, 
with a faith to suit you well; 
in a blaze of light you wandered off 
to find where demons dwell." 
 
2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word 
I was there to cheer you on; 
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you were raised to praise the living Lord, 
to whom you now belong. 
If you find someone to share your time 
and you join your hearts as one, 
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme 
from dusk till rising sun." 
 
3 "In the middle ages of your life, 
not too old, no longer young, 
I'll be there to guide you through the night, 
complete what I've begun. 
When the evening gently closes in 
and you shut your weary eyes, 
I'll be there as I have always been, 
with just one more surprise." 
 
4 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 
I'll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
to see your life unfold."

HOLY BAPTISM

PRESENTATION
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living 
hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God 
delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. 
We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed 
with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of 
the world.
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Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you 
desire to have Henry  baptized into Christ?
Response: I do.

As you bring Henry to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities:
to live with him among God's faithful people,
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in his hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture him in faith and prayer,
so that he may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Henry grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: I do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Henry in the Christian faith as you 
are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of 
baptism and in communion with the church?
Response: I do.

People of God, do you promise to support Henry and pray for him in his 
new life in Christ?
We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 
faith of the church.
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Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,
the powers of this world that rebel against God,
and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response:
I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over 
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in 
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered 
Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and 
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us 
up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who 
are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be 
given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

BAPTISM

Henry, I baptize you in the name of the Father,*
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

Let us pray.
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We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise 
them to eternal life. Sustain  Henry  with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence, both now and forever. Amen.

Henry child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 
with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

WELCOME

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we 
share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation.

READER 1 You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the 
gift of baptism. Nurture the baptized and equip people sent to proclaim 
the good news, especially Young Adults in Global Mission and 
international congregations. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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READER 2 Your voice sounds over the waters. Speak words of 
healing over the rivers and lakes, seas and oceans. Heeding your voice, 
lead us to care for water, and the land and creatures it nourishes. God of 
grace,
hear our prayer.

READER 3 You give strength to your people. Uphold all who serve 
the common good. Guide federal and state legislators, city and county 
officials, judges and juries. Strengthen our resolve to serve all in need. 
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

PASTOR You are with us in challenging times. Draw near to all who are 
ill, undergoing treatment, or recovering from surgery (especially). 
Accompany individuals and families affected by addiction or mental 
health challenges. Uphold each person as your beloved. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

READER 4 You draw us into community. Embolden ministries of 
racial reconciliation, nurture work on behalf of immigrants and refugees, 
and equip each to use their gifts for the sake of neighbors near and far. 
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

READER 5 You grant us peace. Comfort all who grieve. Dwell with 
us in this life and, at the last, join us with the saints whom you have 
created, formed, and named. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that 
your promise is revealed among the people.
Amen.
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PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

VISUALWORD

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our 
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to 
your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
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and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with 
compassion, and send you in love. Amen.

SENDING SONG As with Gladness Men of Old (ELW 302) 
 
1 As with gladness men of old 
did the guiding star behold; 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious Lord, may we 
evermore be led by thee. 
 
2 As with joyful steps they sped, 
Savior, to thy lowly bed, 
there to bend the knee before 
thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; 
so may we with willing feet 
ever seek thy mercy seat. 
 
3 As they offered gifts most rare 
at thy cradle, rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, 
pure and free from sin's alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee, our heav'nly king. 
 
4 Holy Jesus, ev'ry day 
keep us in the narrow way; 
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and when earthly things are past, 
bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, 
where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 
5 In the heav'nly country bright 
need they no created light; 
thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
thou its sun which goes not down; 
there forever may we sing 
alleluias to our king.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING:
God be with you 'til we meet again, By his counsel’s guide, uphold you, 
With his sheep securely fold you, God be with you 'til we meet again. 
Amen. 
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